
Washington State Forest Practices Board 
Forest.practicesboard@dnr.wa.gov 
 
February 10, 2015 Meeting 
 
Subject:  WFFA Small Forest Landowner Alternate Plan Template 
 
 
Dear Chairman Everett and Members of the Board, 
 
I would like to give my enthusiastic support for the effort by the Washington Farm Forestry 
Association to craft a Small Forest Landowner Alternate Plan Template to help the tens of 
thousands of family forest owners in Western Washington with a viable option to stay on the 
land.  The request before you today is to direct the Adaptive Management Program to evaluate 
this template proposal for small forest landowners and report back to this board.   
 
After 15 years of the Forest and Fish Agreement, many of us feel the rules disproportionately 
impacted small private landowners who own forests in the lower elevations and manage these 
lands with very diverse objectives.  Our lands our very vulnerable to conversion to non-forest 
uses and many of us in WFFA have worked hard to find ways to give small family forest owners 
incentives to keep their lands as working forests.   
 
As a 4th generation tree farmer, I recognized that the Forest and Fish rules were a negotiated 
“one size fits all” solution that did not fully recognize the varied options that can be done on 
small holdings, that allow us to harvest our trees and still provide resource protection as good 
as the current rules.  Our family has been fortunate to have the background that enabled us to 
use the alternate plan process several times to custom develop narrower and variable width 
buffers for harvest units.  These alternate plan permits were field reviewed and approved by 
well attended, diverse Interdisciplinary Teams.  The WFFA template has similar metrics that we 
have had approved.  Unfortunately most small landowners do not have the expertise and funds 
to do alternate a plan, which is why the WFFA Alternate Plan Template will be a great option for 
many landowners.       
 
The promises of the Forest and Fish agreement was to use the science based Adaptive 
Management process to evaluate the forest practice rules to see if varied prescriptions could 
provide comparable resource protection. Small landowners believed alternate harvest 
prescriptions would be available to them.  Fifteen years after the Forest and Fish Agreement 
was signed, we are confident that this proposal, with its solid basis in science, will be the 
framework that ultimately meets the intent of forest and fish to provide habitat protection and 
support the needs of small landowners for simpler, lower cost prescriptions.  This proposal is 
your opportunity to honor the original intent of the Forest and Fish Law by having the Adaptive 
Management Program evaluates this science based proposal in a timely manner.  This is a very 
important proposal that will help keep family forest owners on the land. 
 
Thank you for your action on this proposal. 
 
Tom Westergreen 
Past President WFFA 
Certified Tree Farmer 
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Approximation of Testimony by Victor Musselman 
Before the Washington Forest Practices Board 

February 10, 2015 
 
 

 
Good afternoon Chairman Everett and members of the Board.  As you know I wear several hats, 
but today I appear before you as a Small Forest Landowner.  I urge you to pass the Alternate 
Plan Template, you are going to hear about, on to the Adaptive Management Program for review. 
 
As recognized in the 1999 Forest and Fish Act, the small forest landowners were handed a 
disproportionate share of the impact from the legislation compared to all other industrial and 
non-industrial forest landowners.  My forest is 139 acres in Pacific County of which roughly 
20% is off limits under current forest practice RMZ regulations.  If the template is adopted as 
written, my impact would drop to about 16%, which is more in line with the 1000’s of forest 
acres I have appraised in recent years. 
 
Thank you! 
 



 
The following is my verbal testimony to the Forest Practices Board on Feb. 10, 2015 in 
regard to the proposal submitted by the Washington Farm Forestry Assoc. 
 
My name is Sam Comstock.  My wife and I live on 50 acres of timber land in Mason 
County which we have owned and managed for over 40 years.  The property has a ¼ mile 
reach of fish stream through the middle of it. 
 
I’m here today in support of the proposal being submitted by the Washington Farm 
Forestry Assoc. 
 
I was a blue collar worker, my wife a homemaker.  By today’s standards we sacrificed a 
good deal to purchase our lands.  It was an investment for us and our children’s future. 
 
Our forest land is our identity.  Living and working with nature all these years has given 
us a special bond and understanding of societies resources needs. 
 
Thank you 
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