
2/14/18 

Washington State Forest Practice Board Re:  Informal Draft Template Update 

P.O. Box 47012    

Olympia, WA  98504-7012            

 

Chairman Bernath and Members of the Board: 

 

I’m Ken Miller, representing Washington Farm Forestry Association and thousands of SFLOs 

waiting for the AMP process to reach a conclusion on our Westside Low Impact Template 

Proposal so you can make any final determinations.  Hans and Marc will be reporting later in the 

agenda so hope to keep this update simple and not steal their thunder. 

 

We are now starting year #4 since the Board approved this proposal for review by the AMP.  

From a time standpoint it still appears most likely nothing will come to you for a vote until very 

late 2019, or more likely early 2020.   The primary reason my estimate from November has 

been extended further is because DNR has had to restart the critical science review process – 

more from Hans later. 

 

I was encouraged by our last Policy Template Sub-Committee meeting where we attempted to 

share our individual perceptions of the legislative intent of various RCW/WAC deference’s to 

SFLOs in Forest and Fish.  I wish more folks were forthcoming with their perceptions but I 

commend Mark Hicks once again for doing his homework and “sharing” in the spirit of TFW.  

Without knowing how folks interpret legislation it’s hard to have meaningful collaboration. 

 

We have another meeting scheduled for next week where we have several options for potential 

progress while we await a complete science assessment that we hope will narrow the differences 

on at least the 4 major site-specific prescriptions: 

1. Continue to seek consensus that our proposal is “designed” to meet some or all the 

qualifications for a template (WAC 222-12-0403 (3)) 

2. Help DNR define the “Criteria” for what “qualifies as a low impact alternate plan” (WAC 

222-12-0403 (5)) 

3. Review the elements of a couple of past failed template efforts (as discussed at last FPB 

meeting) in hopes of: 

a. Finding some previously agreed/agreeable metrics that might help some minor 

prescriptions in the draft template so we’ll be more ready for the bigger science 

driven decisions, 

b. Perhaps even finding an agreeable portion of the template worth bringing to you 

for interim approval before the AMP process is complete on the full proposal.  

 

I’d be happy to take questions or perhaps better to wait until Hans and Marc report later. 

 

 

Ken Miller 

11801 Tilley Road S. 

Olympia, WA  98512 

360-705-1888 


