
 
 
 
May 9, 2018   Re: LiDAR Based Water Typing Model/Physicals Study Design 
 
Washington State Forest Practice Board       
P.O. Box 47012  
Olympia, WA  98504-7012            
 
Good morning Chairman Bernath and members of the Forest Practices Board, 
 
My name is Steve Barnowe-Meyer and, along with Ken Miller, I represent small forestland owners and 
the Washington Farm Forestry Association on the TFW Policy Committee. 

It is also my distinct honor and privilege to represent small forest landowners and work with DNR staff 
and the other TFW caucuses to prepare draft rule language for the permanent water typing rule, as well 
as develop the field protocol guidelines for water typing within Board Manual Section 23.  

Today I would like to ask for your continued affirmative support for a project within the CMER Master 
Project Schedule that is associated with the proposed permanent water typing rule and that is critically 
important to small forest landowners across the State of Washington. That project is the “LiDAR Based 
Water Typing Model / Physicals Study Design (combined)” project.  This project will 1) specifically 
prepare a study design to evaluate and recommend appropriate default physical criteria to accurately 
and consistently identify the upstream extent of fish habitat and 2) specifically prepare a study design to 
develop a LIDAR-based logistic regression model that accurately predicts fish habitat across non-federal 
forestlands in Washington and avoids systematic bias. 

Washington Farm Forestry Association strongly supports the efforts of the Forest Practices Board 
associated with the Fish Habitat Assessment Methodology (FHAM) component of the permanent rule 
making process.  But very few small forest landowners currently utilize electrofishing protocol surveys for 
the purposes of submitting forest practice applications, and very few small forest landowners are likely to 
in the future.  Most small forest landowners utilize the current default physical criteria to identify the upper 
extent of fish habitat for the streams on their ownership.  They would readily use a regulatory fish habitat 
model, if such a model were available that meets the requirements of the Forest and Fish Agreement: 
highly accurate, minimizes error, reduces systematic bias and is consistently implementable. The current 
default physical criteria have never been validated as meeting these same requirements.  With over 40% 
of all private timberlands in the State of Washington owned by small forest landowners, it is critically 
important that this project is completed in order to provide small forest landowners with simple tools that 
accurately and consistently identify the upstream extent of fish habitat, without having to perform 
electrofishing surveys.  

 
Thank you for this opportunity to provide input to you about a project critically important to small forest 
landowners and the accuracy and consistency of the permanent water typing system. 
 
Steve Barnowe-Meyer 
 
Washington Farm Forestry Association 
(360) 880-0689 


