
 
 

 
June 4, 2019     Re: Next Steps for the Water Typing System Rule 
 

Washington State Forest Practice Board       
P.O. Box 47012  
Olympia, WA  98504-7012            
 

Chairman Bernath and members of the Forest Practices Board, 
 
My name is Steve Barnowe-Meyer and, along with Ken Miller, I represent small forestland owners and 
the Washington Farm Forestry Association on the TFW Policy Committee. 

My intent today is to reinforce the input I and others provided to the Board during your May 8th and 9th 
meeting. 

In my opinion, all potential paths forward pertaining to a successful resolution of Type F water typing rule 
issues must be based on open and honest collaboration at every stage of the process, in the true spirit of 
TFW. 

Some progress and collaboration has already occurred between several caucuses and DNR staff since 
the May 8th and 9th meetings, notably pertaining to an anadromous floor component of rulemaking.  While 
distinct progress has been made, this ad hoc initiative associated with this single component of 
rulemaking should be opened up to all stakeholders and become more formalized into a multi-
stakeholder process that includes Board, TFW Policy and appropriate technical participants from any and 
all of the TFW caucuses and be tasked with addressing all pertinent components of an holistic Type F 
water typing rulemaking effort. 

Specifically, I implore the Forest Practices Board to: 

 establish a Board subcommittee to work with DNR staff and all TFW Policy caucuses on a path 
forward on development of a permanent Type F water typing rule, 

 clarify the problem or problems associated with the current interim Type F water typing rule, 

 clearly state / restate the specific performance objectives and criteria for any new Type F water 
typing system and rule, 

 instruct DNR staff to work collaboratively with WFPA, other caucuses and contractors with 
appropriate GIS / spatial analysis expertise to properly complete and reconcile spatial analyses 
performed on all PHB alternatives adopted by the FPB at their February 2018 meeting, 

 task the subcommittee with a specific and reasonable goal to refine and attempt to agree to a 
single PHB alternative, as well as a potential single anadromous floor alternative, that meets 
stated objectives for a Type F water typing system (accurate as possible, balance error, 
minimizes electrofishing, etc.) 

 utilizing the multi-stakeholder process mentioned above (and including CMER), develop a more 
reasoned and cost effective validation effort for any PHB and anadromous floor that is eventually 
adopted by the Board, and finally 

 address the specific needs of small forest landowners associated with Type F water typing by 
fully funding and supporting CMER work to: 

1) evaluate and recommend appropriate default physical criteria to accurately and 
consistently identify the upstream extent of fish habitat and 
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2) specifically to develop a LIDAR-based logistic regression model that accurately predicts 
fish habitat across non-federal forestlands in Washington and avoids systematic bias 

All of the recommendations above and any hope of success are predicated on meaningful collaboration 
between all caucuses, the full Board and DNR staff toward a common set of goals, specifically the four 
goals of the Forest and Fish Report.  
 
Thank you for this opportunity to provide input to you from the Small Forest Landowner Caucus and 
Washington Farm Forestry Association. 
 
Steve Barnowe-Meyer 
 
 
 
Washington Farm Forestry Association 
(360) 880-0689 


