
 
 
 
May 12, 2021   Re: State Auditor Performance Audit Report Work Plan 
 
Washington State Forest Practice Board       
P.O. Box 47012  
Olympia, WA  98504-7012            
 
Chairman Bernath and members of the Forest Practices Board: 
 
My name is Steve Barnowe-Meyer and, along with Ken Miller, I have represented small forest 
landowners and the Washington Farm Forestry Association (WFFA) on the TFW Policy 
Committee for over four-and-one-half years. 

Thank you for this opportunity to provide input to you today about the staff suggestions, at the 
direction of the Forest Practices Board, for relative priorities and timelines to address the 
eleven (11) recommendations provided to the Board by the State Auditor’s Office Performance 
Audit completed in January 2021. 

The staff should be commended for their assessment of the SAO recommendations, the 
relative priorities staff assigned to those recommendations, the likely challenges that will be 
encountered, estimates of resources required, and projected timelines.  More details and input 
from other AMP participants (beyond staff) will be critically important to making this proposed 
workplan operable but WFFA is generally supportive of the workplan and timelines prepared 
by staff. 

The Adaptive Management Program is the essential and most effective means for the State of 
Washington to meet its four stated goals and objectives for water quality and fish habitat within 
the jurisdiction of the Forest Practices Program.  And WFFA is committed to ensuring 
successful continuation of an effective AMP, through continuous improvement, accountability 
and transparency.  That will only happen if all AMP caucuses and participants genuinely 
commit to the sustained time, focus and effort to prioritize work on the recommendations, 
securing appropriate Master Project Schedule funding from the Forest Practices Board and 
legislature, addressing each and every focus area and action item, and transforming our 
current conflict resolution processes. 

Thank you once again for this opportunity to provide input to you today on the SAO 
Performance Audit Workplan. 
 
Steve Barnowe-Meyer 
 
 
 
Washington Farm Forestry Association 


