
 
 
 
May 12, 2021  Re: Update on Status of SFLO Low Impact Template Proposal 
 
Washington State Forest Practice Board       
P.O. Box 47012  
Olympia, WA  98504-7012            
 
Chairman Bernath and members of the Forest Practices Board: 
 
My name is Ken Miller, co-representing SFLOs and Washington Farm Forestry Association 
along with Steve Barnowe-Meyer on the TFW Policy Committee.  I’d like to give you a very brief 
update on our proposed low impact template.  As a reminder you accepted our science and 
RCW supported proposal in Feb 2015 for review by the AMP and reporting back with 
recommendations in the fall of 2015. 

We have just completed a mediated Stage 2 Dispute Resolution process on the core RMZ 
widths only with some good discussions but little/no progress towards consensus.  Our hope 
was to get the RMZ width options settled where upon we believe the rest of smaller optional 
prescriptions would fall into place fairly easily based on other collaborative work around thinning 
and conifer restoration idea’s to help better achieve Desired Future Condition. 

Unfortunately we’ve been so pre-occupied with process over the last 6+ years we still haven’t 
been able to have meaningful collaboration on the two underpinnings of our proposal: 
RCW/WAC deference intended to mitigate 1999 findings of Disproportionate Impact of F&F on 
SFLOs; and although our science has gone through several outside reviews we are still awaiting 
yet another review from CMER regarding their take on the standard 6 questions requested by 
Policy last July.  We continue to hope this CMER report will be forth coming but they are also 
struggling and now trying to work through their own Dispute Resolution process. 

We can’t expect Policy to provide recommendations (even if “Majority/Minority”) until the science 
and RCW/WAC intents are reviewed in a last effort to find consensus within Policy.  I’ve been 
wrong by a year or more on all prior guesses about when you should expect to hear from Policy 
– at this point in time everything depends on when CMER will complete their process – could be 
weeks, months, or over a year??  My gut tells me that Policy will not be able to bring your 
requested recommendations until your November 2021 meeting - at the earliest. 

Thanks for your patience – I’d be happy to answer any questions. 

Respectfully, 
  

Ken Miller 
Washington Farm Forestry Association 


