
 
 
 
February 9, 2022       Re: Board Manual Section 12 
 
Washington State Forest Practices Board       
P.O. Box 47012  
Olympia, WA  98504-7012            
 
Board Chair Smith and members of the Forest Practices Board: 
 
My name is Steve Barnowe-Meyer and, along with Ken Miller, I have represented small forest 
landowners and the Washington Farm Forestry Association (WFFA) on the TFW Policy 
Committee for over five years. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to provide you input about proposed modifications to Board 
Manual Section 12 Application of Forest Chemicals. 
 
From August through December 2019, I was the small forest landowner representative 
member on the Aerial Application of Herbicides on Forestlands Legislative Workgroup created 
by the Washington State Legislature under Substitute Senate Bill 5597. The Workgroup 
recommended several improvements to the Forest Practices Program regarding forest 
chemical spray applications.  One of the recommendations was for DNR to involve 
stakeholders to assist in the development of new guidance and update existing best 
management practices (BMPs) in Board Manual Section 12, Guidelines for Application of 
Forest Chemicals. Board Manual Section 12 is the technical guidance to Chapter 222-38 WAC 
– Forest Chemicals. 
 
In response to that recommendation of the Legislative Workgroup, DNR convened their own 
workgroup which met between July 2021 and January 2022 to accomplish this task. I was 
fortunate to be the small forest landowner representative on this multi-faceted group of 
approximately eighteen individuals – consisting of several TFW Policy caucus representatives, 
forest landowners, agency staff, industry experts, academia, and staff from a pesticides 
awareness organization. 
 
Today, you are being asked to approve the new guidance and updated BMPs developed by 
the Board Manual Section 12 Workgroup.  The current Board Manual Section 12 is sorely in 
need of update and clarifying guidance, since it has not been amended since March of 2002.  
Aerial spray equipment, technology and BMPs have changed significantly since 2002 and the 
new Board Manual has been updated to reflect those changes.  Likewise BMPs have been 
updated for identifying surface waters prior to aerial herbicide applications, as well as 
addressing various weather conditions and factors that may affect drift.  New guidance has 
also been added to provide clarity about maintenance of spray records, communicating about 
spray activities to adjacent property owners, required residence and agricultural land buffers in 
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rule, and the posting of spray notices and information to include on posted signs.  In addition, 
the proposed new Board Manual includes information on the multi-agency regulatory structure 
associated with use of forest chemicals on private forestlands, including herbicides / pesticides 
and adjuvants, the licensing of applicators, inspections, and investigations of alleged pesticide 
misuse, product labels, and chemical spill response.  Finally, the new Board Manual also 
provides information on vegetation management options as alternatives to use of forest 
chemicals, as well as appendices on forest chemical application and permitting resources, and 
vegetation / pest management resources. 
 
This is the third Board Manual workgroup I have had the pleasure to work on, and was the 
most collaborative workgroup effort I have personally experienced.  The proposed Board 
Manual Section 12 that you are being asked to approve today is a vast improvement over the 
current Board Manual and I recommend your approval of it.  
 
Thank you once again for this opportunity to provide you input about proposed modifications to 
Board Manual Section 12. 
  
 
Steve Barnowe-Meyer 
 
 
 
Washington Farm Forestry Association 


