
 
 
 
February 9, 2022     Re:  Funds for Dispute Resolution 
 
Washington State Forest Practice Board       
P.O. Box 47012  
Olympia, WA  98504-7012            
 
Chairwoman Smith and members of the Forest Practices Board: 
 
My name is Ken Miller, co-representing SFLOs and Washington Farm Forestry Association 
along with Steve Barnowe-Meyer on the TFW Policy Committee.  I’m writing in support of the 
AMPA’s “Request for Reallocated Funding for Dispute Resolution”. 

I wish to share my frustration with, and support for the AMP’s Dispute Resolution process.  
WFFA has called for three Dispute Resolution processes:  The first a couple years ago over 
parts of our 2015 Proposal Initiation that had some good collaboration but was hindered by 
delays & mediators unfamiliar with AMP issues/processes; the second more recent one over a 
SFLO Advisory Committee recommendation for Criteria for SFLO Low Impact Alternate Plans 
that seems off to a good start; and a third from this month’s TFW Policy meeting that I’ll touch 
on during the Board Manual Section 22 Agenda item. 

While it sometimes feels like the wheels are coming off our AMP processes because we are 
seeing more frequent calls for Dispute Resolution – I believe the disputes are reason for 
optimism: 

• The Policy Co-chairs (Marc & Meghan) are doing a great job of formalizing & expediting 
these disputes - intended to collaboratively reach consensus, or bring them to you for 
finalization so we can all move on. 

• DNR has now contracted with a professional mediator that is knowledgeable about the 
AMP, is known & trusted by the participants, and who will be available to expedite Stage 
2 step when it becomes necessary – hence our support for this Budget request. 

• With more structure from the Co-chairs, and competent outside help when necessary it 
seems/feels like we are already beginning to have more open/constructive conversations 
on tough issues.   

You may likely still have to resolve some tough issues, but I believe a more robust Dispute 
Resolution process will ease your burden and better resolve issues as intended in BM 22.  

Sincerely, 

 
Ken Miller 
Washington Farm Forestry Association 
360-999-8595 


