
 
 

 
November 10, 2022     Re:  Common Interests?   
 
Washington State Forest Practice Board       
P.O. Box 47012  
Olympia, WA  98504-7012            
 
Chairwoman Smith and members of the Forest Practices Board: 
 
My name is Ken Miller, co-representing SFLOs and Washington Farm Forestry Association on the TFW 
Policy Committee.  We’ve all be trying to move away from “positions” and more towards “interests” in 
efforts to better collaborate so thought I’d share part of a larger presentation I made about our template 
efforts to TFW Policy in early 2017: 

“COMMON INTERESTS  
We are here for our self-interests, but also because we believe we matter to each of you: 

 We are joined at the hip with industry on many issues; we rely on their expertise, counsel, the 
markets, & the infrastructure they help create that benefit our survival 

 We live in the Counties who benefit from our taxes (that exceed services required ); whose citizens 
benefit from: our scenic viewscapes, recreational opportunities, and jobs.  We are part of what draws 
new county visitors and residents. 

 DOE, WDFW, and DNR all depend on SFLOs sticking around to be able to fulfill your mandates to land 
stewardship, clean air, clean water, & critter habitat – we are half the private forestland in 
Washington – we strongly believe we are the preferred land use for the environment - the future of 
Washington’s natural resources requires we work together in win-win relationships. 

 Although it’s not obvious, we have unique commonalities with tribal folks: We love the land and 
critters in our care; we like to hunt and fish; we value: stewardship, conservation, & legacies for 
generations to come; we are zealous about protecting our rights; and we really don’t like being told 
what we can/can’t do!  

 Of all the common stakeholder interests, I believe the vast majority of SFLOs are more aligned with 
those of the greater environmental community.  Economics almost always rises to the top of our lists 
for short periods, only to fall back in priority for the majority of our stewardship time.  We own and 
work forestland primarily because we have an affinity with the forest, the plants, and all the 
dependent critters – it’s an emotional connection with our small part of the earth.  In your role as 
“sticklers of the rules & laws” we hope you will do your part to ensure the rules for SFLOs are 
followed as intended. 

So, after many years working to actually realize the SFLO promise of Forest and Fish, we really don’t feel on top of 
the pedestals our common interests would seem to dictate. ” 
 

Dispute the current events I still believe all need each other.  Win-win is the only viable option! 

Ken 

 


