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Madam Chairperson Smith and Members of the Forest Practice Board 

 

 

 

Thank you for letting me speak with you today.  My name is Tom Westergreen, I am a life long tree 

farmer and professional forester in Whatcom County.  The 6th generation of are family is now involved 

with the management of our working forest. I was one of the over 200 emails you received supporting 

the WFFA template proposal for smaller stream buffers on our smaller low-impact harvest. I know how  

busy all of you are, but hope you have or will take the time to read all of these letters.  When you do 

you might see the large disconnect between what actually is happening on our family forests compared 

to the decisions made in Olympia.  These emails are a sampling of the family forest owners who care 

for about half of the private forests in Washington.  We deeply care about protecting our streams, 

habitats for a diversity of wildlife and soil resources.  We also expect to be able to harvest our trees 

when income is needed and to improve forest health and diversity. 

 

We obey the Forest Practice Rules, even though we know the wide, one size fits all stream buffers are 

ridiculous for many streams and do not fit the diversity our individual forests have.  Fixed width 

buffers do not fit the varied topography we have on our farm. A small 2 foot wide stream does not 

require the same protection that a 20 foot stream needs.  Flexibility with a variety of tree sizes and 

shrub species can sustainably protect small streams. 

 

Those of us working on the ground realized 23 years ago, that the science touted for the Forest and Fish 

Law was mostly politically motivate.  It has been painful watching our WFFA leaders jump through all 

of your Adaptive Management hoops, providing approved alternate plan knowledge and actual third-

party peer reviewed science and continually stopped by a process motivate more by politics than 

science.  I looked at your agendas for yesterday and today in disbelieve of the huge amount of time 

being spend to take away more of our trees, with no assurance more fish will return to spawn.  I have 

not seen where the 20-Acres exempt buffer rules are not working, but if we own 20.1 acres are 

penalized. Forest owners have already made the sacrifice to improve our salmon runs, it time for 

government to tackle the more difficult, obvious options to help salmon recover.  

 

 For 23 years, previous Forest Practice Boards have not keep the promises made to family forest 

owners when the Rules were negotiated. The Washington Forest Practice Board should be the body 

promoting a viable timber industry and protecting our forest resources by providing landowners with 

incentives. We need a variety of tools and flexibility to sustainably care for their diverse working forest 

lands.  I need your support so the seedlings I have labored to plant and care for can be harvested by my 

great grandchildren yet to be born. Now is the time for you to put your politics aside and stand up for 

family forest owners by voting for the WFFA Template proposal. 

 

Thank for listening  

 

 

 


