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As climate-change concerns grow, researchers are turn-
ing to small tree farmers for help. Actually, they have 

have largely gone unrecognized.
For decades, the American Tree Farm program has 

emphasized sustainability and managing lands for water 
quality, wildlife, wood and recreation. Now, it is adding cli-
mate change.

According to the American Forest Foundation, fami-
lies and individuals collectively care for the largest portion 
of forests in the U.S., more than the government or corpora-
tions and an area larger than California and Texas combined.

In Washington with its legacy of clean drinking water and 
vigorous salmon runs, healthy forests are key to a healthy 
water supply. They act as a natural water filter and storage 
system. However, for more than 50 years, the focus has been 
on water, rather than air, quality.

Our state’s tree farmers manage their lands as part of our 
fresh water network and have been recognized for their suc-
cess. For example, in 2019, David and Dar New were named 
the National Tree Farmers of the Year. One of the high-
lights contained in their nomination was the salmon spawn-
ing grounds restoration project on their 165-acre forests near 
Bellingham.

Unrecognized heroes

In May, Kate Zerrenner, a writer for Triple Pundit, pro-
claimed small landowners as the untapped heroes in the fight 
against climate change.

“About 10.7 million ownerships from individuals, fami-
lies, trusts, and estates account for 36 percent of U.S. forests 
(approximately 290 million acres). Despite their essential 
role in the management and sustainability of forested land, 

these family forest owners are often left out of the majority 
of carbon reduction schemes,” Zerrenner wrote.

“However, that is changing. Through a partnership 
between The Nature Conservancy and the American Forest 
Foundation, the Family Forest Carbon Program is provid-
ing small family forest owners with knowledge, incentives 
and new market opportunities that have the ability to mean-
ingfully reduce the impacts of climate change,“ Zerrenner 
added.

Washington has a long tradition of tree farming. In fact, 
the nation’s first tree farm was designated near Montesano 
in 1941 and since then the American Tree Farm System has 
grown to 77,000 family woodland owners managing 20.5 
million acres of forests.

These families make their living by growing, managing, 
harvesting and replanting trees which in turn provide wildlife 
habitats, protect water quality, salmon and steelhead spawn-
ing streams, and freshens the air we breathe.

Well-managed forests

In a day when we are all concerned about climate change, 
well-managed working forests improve the environment by 
absorbing carbon dioxide — a greenhouse gas — and pro-
ducing oxygen. That CO2 is locked in the trees and sur-
rounding soil — a so-called “carbon sink.” Researchers have 
found that younger, faster-growing trees and trees in thinned 
forests metabolize CO2 rapidly.

While most tree farms are small, some are quite large. For 
example, Weyerhaeuser manages millions of forested acres 
in Washington alone. Others are sizeable family-owned tree 
farms, which pass from generation to generation.

For example, in northeast Washington, the Mikalson 
Family formed Arden Tree Farms in 1958. It has grown to 
one of our state’s largest. “We continue to run it, with noth-
ing but the utmost respect for the trees growing on it, and the 
water running through it,” Arden’s website proclaimed on its 

60th anniversary.
Trees are America’s renewable resources and sustainable 

forestry is truly a “green” industry that we all need to encour-
age. Healthy forests are essential to dealing with global cli-
mate change and to provide jobs for rural communities.

It is good that tree farmers are recognized as part of the 
climate solution. They just a chance to succeed, keep manag-
ing their lands in a sustainable way, and pass their land to the 
next generation.

Don C. Brunell is a business analyst, writer and colum-
nist. He retired as president of the Association of Washington 
Business, the state’s oldest and largest business organiza-
tion, and now lives in Vancouver. He can be contacted at the-
Brunells@msn.com.
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D iving into annual salmon numbers 
tells us a lot about these iconic 
Pacific Northwest fish while rais-

ing complex and troubling questions.
Too often when dealing with situations 

facing salmon — everything from impas-
sible culverts and predator overpopulation 
to hazardous chemicals and habitat loss 
behind outmoded dikes — we overlook 
that salmon spend the vast majority of their 
lives in the ocean. It’s in the open ocean 
where salmon face many of their greatest 

obstacles.
Its name is a mouthful, but the North 

Pacific Anadromous Fish Commission 
(NPAFC) offers one of the best assess-
ments of fishing pressure on salmon, as 
well as hatchery production, which remains 

a main tool for improving salmon num-
bers. NPAFC’s report on 2020 — released 
a month ago — contains much that will be 
news even in these salmon-crazy commu-
nities around the mouth of the Columbia 
River.

The headline: Salmon abundance in the 
North Pacific during 2020 was the lowest 
recorded in nearly four decades. This was 
not a one-year anomaly; overall catches 
have been in decline since 2011.

The preliminary combined commercial 
catch by vessels based in Canada, Japan, 
the Republic of Korea, the Russian Feder-
ation and the United States came to around 
669,000 tons and 322.5 million fish. The 
sheer size of this dismal catch will take 
many by surprise in this region where fish-
ing seasons open and close on the basis 
of a few hundred salmon one way or the 
other. In other words, even in a bad year 

Oysterville Science 
Academy about to resume

As the pandemic worsened and 
separated friends and families and 
caused yearly events to be canceled, 
you editorialized that some events may 
need to be filed with fond memories, 
while others might merit reinvention 
and perpetuation. Very suddenly, the 
Oysterville Science Academy finds itself 
among the latter.

The academy remains committed 
to offering enrichment in the study 
of science to students of rural coastal 
Washington. Its curriculum is focused 
on the processes of science: an explo-
ration of the ways scientists work: how 
knowledge can be acquired. It is offered 
as a precursor to STEM and other more 
traditional science curricula.

The academy finds itself poised 
to welcome 12 fourth grade students 
(either entering or exiting) to 10 days of 
immersion in the processes of science 
at the historic Oysterville Schoolhouse 
beginning at 9 a.m. July 19. The school-
house promises to resound with shouts 
of “how?” and “what if?” as students 
explore the early science of “Tracks and 
Traces” and “Simple Machines” and 
consider exploring a career in the bur-
geoning field of carbon sequestration.

For more information call me at 360-
214-1267.

DIANE BUTTRELL
Oysterville Science Academy
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Tree farmers Sue and Greg Pattillo are among Pacific County’s 

many dedicated family foresters.

Crashing salmon harvest signals 

Catch of some West Coast 
species lowest since 1977
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TROUBLE BENEATH THE OCEAN’S WAVES IMPACT 
HUMANITY IN FUNDAMENTAL WAYS. SPACE 

EXPLORATION GENERATES FAR MORE ATTENTION, 
BUT EARTH’S OWN WATERY REALM IS INFINITELY 
MORE CENTRAL TO OUR SURVIVAL AND FUTURE 

PROSPERITY, OR LACK THEREOF.

See Editorial, Page A6


